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EUROPEAN COMMISSION RECOGNISES THAT EASTSIDE PROJECT HAS NO 

TRANSBOUNDARY EFFECT IN SPAIN 

 
The European Parliament’s Petitions Committee, acting on the advice of the European 
Commission, yesterday dismissed a complaint filed by Mr. Alejandro Sanchez Garcia in 
which the former mayor of La Linea claimed that the Eastside project had a significant 
transboundary effect in Spain and, notably, on two Spanish environmental sites. One of 
those sites is the so-called Estrecho Oriental which is not recognised as lawful by Her 
Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar since it purports to cover areas of British Gibraltar 
Territorial Waters which are already covered by the Gibraltar site, Southern Waters of 
Gibraltar. The Eastside development reclaims land on waters within that site, on 
Gibraltar’s eastern coast. 
 
The complaint had been filed pursuant to the EU’s Environmental Impact Assessment 
Directive. Mr Sanchez based his complaint on a provision in that Directive which allows 
the authorities in one Member State to be consulted when a project in another Member 
State may have a significant effect on its environment.  
 
In its reply to the complaint last year, Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar 
acknowledged and welcomed the fact that the Spanish complaint had been brought on the 
basis of a potential transboundary effect in Spain, since by doing so, this clearly confirmed 
the indisputable legal position that the project was taking place in British Gibraltar waters. 
 
More importantly, in its reply, the European Commission, whilst acknowledging there was 
a dispute with the sites, nonetheless acknowledged the fact that Her Majesty’s 
Government of Gibraltar was the authority with jurisdiction to carry out the impact 
assessment.  This is of huge significance. 
 
In addition, the European Commission has found that it had examined the very detailed 
response submitted by Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar which made it clear that a 
proper environmental impact assessment had been carried out by the Government. The 
Commission stated that there was no evidence that the Eastside project had an adverse 
transboundary effect in Spain. 
 



The Chief Minister, Hon Fabian Picardo MP, stated: “We are clearly delighted by the 
closure of this complaint and, of course, by its outcome which is satisfactory on two 
important fronts. Firstly, by examining the complaint, the European Commission has 
acknowledged that the Gibraltar Government was the competent authority to carry out an 
environmental impact assessment in relation to the maritime location of the Eastside 
development. This is clear implicit confirmation of the unlawfulness of the designation of a 
Spanish environmental site in that same maritime location. Secondly, the Commission has 
found that Gibraltar did carry out a proper impact assessment. The Government and all of 
Gibraltar will be delighted to see the closure of this complaint on these grounds. Spain has 
been complaining to the European Commission about this project since the mid 1990s.” 
 
 
 


